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Introduction

“Faith, sir,” replied the story-teller, “as to that matter, I don't believe one-half of
it myself.”
-D.K.

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow has long held a fascination for scholars of the
supernatural, and, more commonly, those who study the rise of the “urban
legend.” For this short tale by acclaimed American author Washington Irving,
based on snatches of folklore and ghost stories from the Dutch settlement
of Tarrytown, New York, is widely believed to be a fiction, dreamt up from
Irving’s vivid imagination. That it has come to capture the public imagination,
becoming known as a real slice of American folk mythology rather than a
mere story, is testament to the power of the narrative. Parallels may well be
drawn between Sleepy Hollow and the British tale of Sweeney Todd, the Demon
Barber of Fleer Street — another fictional character widely believed to have
existed in old London town.

But what if 7he Legend of Sleepy Hollow, and its grim story of the
unfortunate schoolteacher Ichabod Crane, was not a fiction at all? What if, in
the tradition of his peers across the world, Washington Irving had stumbled
upon a supernatural truth, an esoteric mystery so dark as to defy the rationale
of everyday folk? Wrapped in the disguise of a storybook, 7he Legend of
Sleepy Hollow merely hints at the true nature of the Headless Horseman. For
these ghastly spirits are not just found in the state of New York, nor even on
American soil. Headless spirits are a unique, sentient form of wraith, and tales
of their terrifying exploits have been recorded since the Dark Ages.

The book you hold in your hands uncovers certain uncomfortable truths.
Truths that reveal the Headless Horseman, and others like him, to be at large
in the dark places of the world. Should one encounter a headless spirit of this
type, then it is said that tragedy will surely follow, for the one common thread
of all the tales of headless spirits is that they are harbingers of evil and dismay.
For most common folk, it is better to go through life not knowing of the
existence of these fell entities. If you are such a soul, better to close this book
now than to have the safe haven of ignorance torn from you. But if you are of
a more intrepid mind, and would rather have the truth at any cost, then read
on, if you dare ...

© Osprey Publishing * www.ospreypublishing.com



First published in Great Britain in 2015 by Osprey Publishing,
Midland House, West Way, Botley, Oxford, OX2 0PH, UK
44-02 23rd St, Suite 219, Long Island City, NY 11101, USA
E-mail: info@ospreypublishing.com

Osprey Publishing is part of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.
© 2015 Osprey Publishing

All rights reserved. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, criticism
or review, as permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988, no part of this
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, electrical, chemical, mechanical, optical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. Inquiries should be addressed to the
Publishers.

The Publisher has made every attempt to secure the appropriate permissions for material
reproduced in this book. If there has been any oversight we will be happy to rectify the situation
and written submission should be made to the Publishers. All uncredited images are assumed to be
in the public domain.

© Osprey Publishing. Access to this book is not digitally restricted. In return, we ask you that you
use it for personal, non-commercial purposes only. Please don’t upload this ebook to a peer-to-peer
site, email it to everyone you know, or resell it. Osprey Publishing reserves all rights to its digital
content and no part of these products may be copied, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in
any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise (except as permitted here),
without the written permission of the publisher. Please support our continuing book publishing
programme by using this e-book responsibly.

Every effort has been made by the Publisher to secure permissions to use the images in this
publication. If there has been any oversight we would be happy to rectify the situation and written
submission should be made to Osprey Publishing.A CIP catalog record for this book is available
from the British Library

Print ISBN: 978 1 4728 0797 7

PDF e-book ISBN: 978 1 4728 0798 4

EPUB e-book ISBN: 978 1 4728 0799 1

Typeset in Garamond Pro, Chandler42 and Bank Gothic

Originated by PDQ Media, Bungay, UK

Osprey Publishing is supporting the Woodland Trust, the UK’s leading woodland conservation

charity, by funding the dedication of trees.

www.ospreypublishing.com

© Osprey Publishing * www.ospreypublishing.com



	_GoBack
	 
	Contents
	Introduction
	Chapter 1 – Sleepy Hollow
	The Legend
	Irving and Crane: Ghost Hunters
	The Hessian
	Victims of the Horseman

	Chapter 2 – Hunting the Horseman
	Summoning and Vanquishing the Horseman
	A Final Confrontation
	Irving’s Occult Studies

	Chapter 3 – Headless Horsemen through History
	English Horsemen
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

	Celtic Horsemen
	The Dullahan and the Gan Ceann

	Germanic Horsemen
	The Grey Horseman
	The Brothers Grimm and their Books of Lore
	The Wild Hunt


	Chapter 4 – To the Ends of the Earth
	American Gothic
	El Muerto – Irving’s Final Case
	Irving’s Legacy

	Legacy of the Horseman
	Books and Film
	Select Bibliography
	 Notable Film & TV Adaptations


